
There are two main types of  song form: VERSE/CHORUS or A-A-B-A

1. VERSE/CHORUS:
Verse/Chorus songs have two main sections. They also often has a bridge. A classic order for a Verse/Chorus 
song is VERSE    CHORUS    VERSE    CHORUS    BRIDGE    CHORUS

2. A-A-B-A
With this type of  form, the A indicates the first section; the B indicates the second section. So, A followed by A 
means the first section happens twice (usually with different words). This song form usually has the name of  the song 
at the end of  each verse or stanza. This is called a refrain. The refrain in an A-A-B-A song does not happen as a separate 
section like a chorus. A classic order for an A-A-B-A song is  VERSE    VERSE    BRIDGE    VERSE. 
Sometimes other sections repeat after the third verse and sometimes there is an Intro, Link, or Outro.

Fill out the order for your song under the applicable header:

VERSE/
CHORUS 

A-A-B-A SECTIONS YOU MAY NEED TO INCLUDE:

VERSE: the lyrics that tell most of  the story. Verse lyrics tend to change from 
one verse section to the next.

CHORUS: the lyrics that express the main idea or theme of  the song. 
Chorus lyrics are usually or mostly the same from one chorus to the next and 
usually say the title of  the song.

BRIDGE: the part of  the song that happens about halfway through (or a 
little later in the song) that goes in a new musical direction (the melody, lyrics, 
chords, rhythms tend to do something a little different from the earlier parts 
of  the song).

PRE-CHORUS: a section that transitions from the Verse to the Chorus. It is 
often called the Rise because it creates anticipation and excitement for the 
higher intensity of  the Chorus.

LINK: a short section that links one main section to another (but doesn’t link 
a Verse to a Chorus)

INTRO: many songs have an introduction and many songs do not. It tends 
to be a short section that sets the scene for the lyrics/story to unfold.

OUTRO: many songs have an outro and many songs do not. This is a 
section that concludes or ends a song and is somewhat different than what 
came before. It is sometimes called the ENDING or CODA.

SOLO: an instrumental section where one of  the performers plays a featured 
part that is usually improvised or uses one of  the song’s main melodies.

INTERLUDE: a longer section, usually instrumental, that occurs 
part way through the song. An Interlude is very similar to a Solo, but 
doesn’t necessarily have a featured instrument, is usually not 
improvised, and tends to feature a distinct, new melody. 

RHYTHM STICK LEADING: 

FORM  
(the order of  sections)



1. TIME SIGNATURE:
What is the time signature of  your song? (How many beats per bar?) 
Circle the correct time signature below:

2  3  4  5  6 
4  4  4  4  4 

3  5  6  7  9  12
8  8  8  8  8   8

2. TRANSCRIBE (write) TWO OF THE MAIN RHYTHMS YOU ARE USING FOR YOUR SONG:
Be sure to put down the name of  the section and the time signature. For example, if  I were performing a Verse/
Chorus song, I could put -

SECTION Time 
Signature

RHYTHM 

SECTION Time 
Signature

RHYTHM 

FILL OUT THIS TABLE:

SECTION Time 
Signature

RHYTHM 

SECTION Time 
Signature

RHYTHM 

RHYTHM STICK LEADING: 

UNDERSTANDING YOUR RHYTHM


